
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word From  the Parson 

 

After all of the activity of December, I had hoped January would 

offer a moment to catch our breath.  Alas, it was not to be as 

January turned to also be full; the Annual meeting (meetings 

actually, I also had to prepare for the one at St Andrew’s, Mullens 

as well), preparations for our upcoming Lenten programming as well 

as planning for the shape of our worship in that season.  And now, 

sadly, also a funeral to plan for Charlotte McKay.  As well, there are 

the everyday things of worship, planning, sermonizing, and meeting 

and visiting with people; and just on the horizon I will be taking up 

my diocesan responsibilities as a member of the Commission on 

Ministry.  I am blessed to have days so full and am thankful for all 

of the support and assistance given me by so many. 

 

Lent has long proven for me to be a season where my dependence 

upon God is brought into sharpest relief; the trials and temptations 

of life more burdensome.  Soon, we will give up our alleluias and 

assume a more subdued and contemplative perspective.  It has been 

my own practice to take on something new at Lent.  Invariably, this 

also means giving up whatever filled the time or energy now devoted 

to the new, but I have found it a helpful perspective and exercise to 

bring me closer to God.  I would invite you also to develop a Lenten 

discipline; it is a long-standing tradition proven to be useful to 

countless other saints across the centuries. 

 

This year, we will be having a Lenten program in concert with our 

brothers and sisters at St Luke Lutheran Church.  Each Wednesday 

during Lent we will have a supper and program and in the program 

Pastor Wanda and I will be exploring presenting practices of Christian 

spirituality.  I hope you can come on these nights to share your own 

insights, to learn something, to break bread with friends new and old 

and to join in worship to the Lord. 

 

Blessings to you, 
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Would you like to receive 

updates from St Stephen’s 

Parish?  Please email us at 

ststephensep@hotmail.com with 

your physical address and 

email. 

mailto:ststephensep@hotmail.com


 

 

                         Christmas Pageant 

Our Celebration Christmas concluded this year with our Children’s 

pageant on Dec 30th.  Many thanks go to Joan Parsons and all of 

the Sunday School teachers for their work to make this recounting 

of the Christmas story come to life.  Also, big thanks to our wise 

men, Chuck, John and Aaron and our Star of Bethlehem, Kathryn 

for stepping in to help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 

On January 13th we had our 

Annual Parish Meeting following 

our 10:00 service.  If you were 

unable to attend, the Annual 

Reports are available in the 

Narthex.  If you are unable to 

pick one up in person, please 

feel free to call the office and 

we will send one to you.  

Thank you to all who attended 

and especially to all who were 

willing to stand for election.  

Members elected to offices this 

year were: 

Vestry:  Margot Bower, Bill 

Patton and Lori Vargo 

Convention Delegate: Jane 

Morton, Jackie Cales and 

alternate, Drema Evans 

Deanery Representatives: Jackie 

Covington and Bill Patton 

Day School Representative: 

Nikki White 

 

Immediately after the Annual 

Meeting, the Vestry met and 

elected Jim Brown to another 

year as Senior Warden, Jackie 

Cales to be the Junior Warden 

and Ann Lilly as Secretary.  We 

also choose to continue 

Margaret and Robert Sayre as 

co-Treasurers and also named 

Robert Sayre as a Trustee of 

the Parish.  In that role he 

joins Freda Soter and Paul 

Loflin 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecumenical Lenten Program 

Planned For This Year 

During Lent this year, St 

Stephen’s and St Luke Lutheran 

will be joining forces to present 

a program on Christian Spiritual 

Practices and Prayer Disciplines.  

As part of each night’s 

program, there will be a simple 

supper.  Some of the practices 

to be covered include Lectio 

Divina, the Ignatian Examen, 

Centering Prayer, Labyrinths and 

Contemplative Prayers.  The 

program will be presented 

jointly by The Rev Jon White 

and Pastor Wanda Childs. 

 

After the discussion, there will 

be a worship to allow us to 

enter into the night in peace 

and in the presence of God.  

Each week we will alternate 

between being at St Stephen’s 

and at St Luke.  We hope that 

you will be able to participate 

in this opportunity to learn 

together and to worship 

together. 

 

 

 

Worship During Lent and Holy Week 

 

Ash Wednesday - Feb 13th 

12:00pm (noon) – St Stephen’s 

7:00pm – St Luke 

 

Wednesdays During Lent 

Wednesday March 20th Wednesday March 27th 

7:00pm Compline 7:00pm Evening Prayer 

At St Stephen’s At St Luke 

 

Wednesday March 6th Wednesday March 13th 

7:00pm Compline   7:00pm Evening Prayer 

At St Stephen’s At St Luke 

Wednesday March 20th 

7:00pm Compline 

At St Stephen’s 

 

Wednesday of Holy Week - March 27th 

7:00pm Tennebrae Service 

At St Stephen’s 

 

Maundy Thursday - March 28th 

7:00pm – St Luke & St Stephen’s 

 

Good Friday- March 29th 

7:00pm – St Luke & St Stephen’s  

24 hour prayer vigil @ St Stephen’s 

 

Holy Saturday- March 30th 

3:00pm – St Stephen’s 

 

Great Vigil of Easter- March 30th 

8:00pm – St Luke 

10:00pm- St Stephen’s 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kroger Cares Program 

 For several years St. Stephen’s has 

participated in the Kroger CARES 

program.  Many of our members use Kroger 

gift cards and reload them as needed for 

their grocery purchases.   

 

When purchases made by our participating 

members reach a certain amount we receive 

a check from Kroger.  Last year we 

received over $800 from this program, 

representing a 5% rebate to St. Stephen’s.   

 

If you are interested in joining this program 

there are four new gift cards available in 

the office.  They are already loaded with 

$5.00 each and when reloaded at any local 

Kroger make you a participant in this 

program.  It’s an easy form of fund raising 

and we hope at least four more members 

will join.  The representative from Kroger 

reminded us that if your gift card reaches 0 

balance and is not reloaded within 90 days 

your card is dropped. Otherwise, your card 

remains active.   

 

Please see Dana in the office to obtain a 

card, or for questions see Margaret Sayre 

or Mabs Loflin. 

 

The Outreach for February is Food For The 

Poor Inc. 

 

Food For The Poor is the largest international 

relief and development organization in the 

United States, according to the Chronicle of 

Philanthropy.  

Founded in 1982, our interdenom-inational 

Christian ministry serves the poorest of the poor 

in 17 countries throughout the Caribbean and 

Latin America. Thanks to our faithful donors, our 

programs provide housing, healthcare, education, 

fresh water, emergency relief and micro-

enterprise assistance in addition to feeding 

hundreds of thousands of people each day. 

 

Food For The Poor does much more than feed 

millions of hungry individuals. We drill life-giving 

water wells for those who otherwise wouldn’t 

have clean drinking water; we provide lifesaving 

medical care; we build homes for families 

without adequate shelter; we provide skills 

training and micro-enterprise opportunities that 

enable the poor to work; and we give children 

an education that will enable them to break free 

from the cycle of poverty that has ensnared 

generations. 

 

To learn more about Food For The Poor, you 

can visit them at www.foodforthepoor.org. 

 

 

www.foodforthepoor.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

faith, we can embrace fully the risk of living within our world. Our faith in God allows us to move 

forward with the understanding that while we as a community cannot escape risk, we possess those 

virtues required to face risk: wisdom, compassion, generosity, courage, love and faith.  

Our liturgy of faithful remembering must not make the avoidance of all risk the primary criterion –which 

would mean avoiding any authentic celebration of the Eucharist.  After all, this gathering at table is of 

no practical use whatever (a morsel of bread, a sip of wine do nothing to fill the belly).  But at the 

symbolic level, the bread and wine are food for life,a  meal of hope, a banquet “rich in delights and 

suited to every taste.”(Wisdom 16:20) Whenever we forget the symbolic nature of the Eucharist and are 

tempted to be merely practical (even for the sake of avoiding risk), we run the greater risk of losing the 

symbol altogether and slipping into a narrowly pragmatic response to fear and anxiety.” 

 

Communion Practices 

With the onset of winter (and the Flu season), several people 

have asked me about the risk of passing along infections during 

communion and whether indicting or drinking from the common 

cup might show the greater risk.  This issue has come up time 

and again and been studied over the years, including during the 

Spanish Flu outbreak of 1919, the Aids Crisis of the 1980’s and 

most recently the SARS scares of the early 2000’s.   

According to a report generated by the Anglican Church of 

Canada; “a combination of current literature and expert medical 

advice concluded: 

1) sipping from the common cup represents a minimal risk of 

transmission of contagion; 

2) sharing a handshake in the exchange of the peace presents 

a minimal risk of transmission of contagion. Both of these 

activities fall within the parameters of the normal risks of daily 

living. 

3) The practice of intinction can be perceived as a higher risk 

activity. Fingertips of intinctors may contaminate the shared 

wine with pathogens other than those found in saliva.” 

 

It is important to note though, that no known outbreaks have 

ever occurred due to communion and the report rightly points  

out that the risk of airborne infection is far, far greater and 

closes by saying; Eliminating all risk is impossible. Our witness 

of faith is one “which embraces risk. Jesus risked his life in 

loving God, teaching us that when we live as a community of 

 

From The Day School 

We’ve begun enrolling for the 2013 - 

2014 school year.  The school offers 

classes for two, three, and four-year-

olds.  You may contact me in the 

day school office for more 

information. 

 

Our four-year-old class made “Pine 

Cone Christmas Trees” in December 

and their January project was 

“Snowy Owls”.  Rosa Adkins, Susan 

Akers, and Sandy Palen, from 

Woodcliff Club, helped Langhorne 

Abrams’ class create these works of 

art! 

 

Sunday, February 10 is our 

celebration of National Episcopal Day 

School Sunday.  Our day school 

children will sing several songs 

during the church service.  We’ll 

serve refreshments afterwards in the 

Undercroft.  Please join us for the 

festivities. 

 

The day school also received a 

monetary donation from Rob and 

Chris Hammond.  This gift is being 

applied to the cost of new furniture 

for our play group classroom. 

 



 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

Mon-Wed @9am 

In Chapel 

    1 2 

Presentation of 

Our Lord 

3 4th Sunday 

after Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

at 8am and 10am 

4 

8pm - AA 

5 

6pm – Bible Study 

6 

6pm – Vestry  

6:30 – Choir 

Practice 

7 

6:30pm – AA 

8pm - AA 

8 9 

10 
Transfiguration 

Sunday 

Holy Communion 

at 8am and 10am 

11 12 

MARDI GRAS 

5-8pm 

13 

ASH 

WEDNESDAY 

 9:30 – School 

 Noon Service 

 7pm Service at 
St Luke Lutheran 

14 

6:30pm – AA 

8pm - AA 

15 16 

171st Sunday in 

Lent 

Holy Communion 

at 8am and 10am 

18 

8pm - AA 

19 

5pm- D.O.K. 

20 

 2pm – Prayer 
Shawl Guild 

 Lenten Program 

 6pm – Supper 

 7pm - Compline 

21 

6:30pm – AA 

8pm - AA 

22 23 

24 2nd Sunday in 

Lent 

Holy Communion 

at 8am and 10am 

25 

8pm - AA 

26 27 

 2pm – Prayer 
Shawl Guild 

 Lenten Program 
6pm – Supper 
7pm – Worship 

  --At St Luke-- 

28 

6:30pm – AA 

8pm - AA 

  


