
Annual Meeting 

Our Annual Parish meeting will be 

Sunday, January 13th immediately 

following the 10:00am service.  At 

this meeting we will hear reports 

from the Vestry and Priest-in-

Charge, as well as others.  We will 

also be electing three new Vestry 

members as well as Parish 

delegates for Diocesan Convention.  

The budget for 2013 will be 

presented that the Vestry has 

prepared, in order that they might be 

effective stewards of the resources 

entrusted to them.  So please come 

to listen, to vote and make your 

voice heard, that we as a parish, 

might collectively discern the call of 

the Holy Spirit in our midst. 
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A Note from the Parson 

As I write this, Christmas has passed, the snow is falling outside 

and my family and I are preparing to go visit family in New York.  

December has been a pretty full month, and I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone who worked so hard to make 

the Ordination and Christmas events a great success.  A 

tremendous amount of effort is needed and everything went off 

without a hitch, well almost without a hitch, the organ did stop 

working the night before the Ordination, but we recovered well.  

The Altar Guild, the Acolytes and Servers, the Choir, and the 

Hospitality team went above and beyond and I, for one, am truly 

grateful.  There is a wonderful Spirit of generosity at St 

Stephen’s that shows itself in so many ways. 

In many ways, I have felt as though I have been living in Advent 

for much of the past five years, as I entered into the process 

leading towards ordination.  It was a period full of questioning 

and anxiety at many points, with precious few answers along 

the way.  And for me, and my family, all of that waiting 

culminated in the just-passed Advent we celebrated with you.  I 

am excited at the new journey which now lies before us, of life 

together with St Stephen’s in Christ, as your priest.  I am eager 

to know where our parish is being called and in what ways we 

fulfill the Gospel commands to make known the hope in God’s 

good news to a world sorely in need of such a message. 

 

Blessings to you, 

Jon 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Columbarium Window 
Good news!  Tom Durett stopped by recently to take the final 

measurements for the stained glass window of Christ at 

Gethsemane which is planned for the window overlooking our 

Memorial Garden.  He reports that it is nearly finished, so we 

are hopeful that it will arrive fairly soon.  Below is a picture of 

what it will look like. 

 
 

Reading Camp 

A key ministry initiative for the coming year is Reading Camp.  

Reading Camp is a program developed in the Diocese of 

Lexington which is aimed at improving reading skills for children 

going into 2, 3rd or 4th grade.  It runs for a week, planned for 

July.  We have recently learned that the Diocese has received a 

grant which will largely underwrite the costs for this year’s 

program, but to do this we still need lots of volunteers.  Help will 

be needed for the literacy components, for preparing meals, 

shuttling kids back and forth, and organizing fun afternoon 

activities, so even if you think you might not have the needed 

skills, rest assured that you do.  Vanessa Covington and Dana 

Henderson are the Coordinators, so please let them know, or 

call the office if you are interested.  And if you are asked, please 

give it prayerful consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings & Events This Month 

 

ECW - Luncheon at Pasquale’s 

11:30am on Jan. 3. 

 

Vestry - Annual Meeting 11:30am 

Jan. 13. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry - Every 

Wednesday at 2pm. 

 

Daughters of the King - Meeting at 

5pm on Jan. 15. 

 

CALA - Next meeting to be 

announced. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outreach for January is 
Food For The Poor Inc. 
 
Food For The Poor is the largest 
international relief and development 
organization in the United States, 
according to the Chronicle of 
Philanthropy. Founded in 1982, their 
interdenominational Christian ministry 
serves the poorest of the poor in 17 
countries throughout the Caribbean and 
Latin America. Thanks to our faithful 
donors, our programs provide housing, 
healthcare, education, fresh water, 
emergency relief and micro-enterprise 
assistance in addition to feeding 
hundreds of thousands of people each 
day. 
Food For The Poor does much more 
than feed millions of hungry individuals. 
We drill life-giving water wells for those 
who otherwise wouldn’t have clean 
drinking water; we provide lifesaving 
medical care; we build homes for 
families without adequate shelter; we 
provide skills training and micro-
enterprise opportunities that enable the 
poor to work; and we give children an 
education that will enable them to break 
free from the cycle of poverty that has 

ensnared generations. 
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This is what the new stained glass window overlooking the 
Columbarium will look like 
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 Greetings from Elewana 
 
Season’s Greetings and Happy Holidays!  Here at the Elewana Project, we have made it through another year of weddings 

(2, though not my own), funerals (many – they are just part of village life), flat tires (at least 8 – the roads were just killing 

us), power outages (countless; a conservative estimate), a lot of laughs and a few tears.  A crazy year, to be sure, though 

I’m unaware of any other kind in Kenya.   We seem, as an organization, to be stumbling through adolescence and 

careening toward adulthood and (dare I say,) moderate respectability.   This year, we sponsored over 200 high school 

students, most of them in 40+ schools spread across western Kenya.  We even managed to start a fledgling college 

scholarship program where 10 of our best students are receiving financial aid and training to be accountants, aeronautical 

engineers, teachers, and nurses. 

 

We’ve also managed to come through a big push with our computer lab installations, having placed computers in over 30 

schools in the past two years.  We’ve had no shortage of technical difficulties in the process, either.  The Kenyan power 

system does not play nice with computers and loves to cook them with erratic outages and power spikes.  We soldier on, 

ever monkeying around with various power back-up and voltage regulations systems to give us the protection and support 

we need.  I cringe every time my phone’s caller ID reads ‘Jevin Mwoa’, Elewana’s IT guy.  He couldn’t be nicer or more 

competent, he just rarely calls with good news.  ‘Sir, the modem at Chemesiri High School has blown up due to a lighting 

strike…’  Alas, the labs have been a huge compliment to our local schools and, yes, we’re working on that modem. 

 

Visitors came in droves (We like this, by the way): three large school groups and a host of families, interns, and visiting 

dignitaries (even one from the US embassy).  We ran out of space for everybody, and so built a new guest cottage out back 

to house the spillover.   

 
That kept the staff hopping, with Mama Beatrice, our resident cook and house matron, proving her mettle once again as an 

indomitable general contractor.   Most days would find her standing at the back door of the main house, rolling pin in hand, 

barking orders to the work crew and threatening to send anyone home who stood idle for more than a minute.  Not 

surprisingly, she got the whole thing done on time and under budget. 

 

From the look of things, 2013 will be a pretty wild ride, as well.  The Project is expanding to a new site, the large and 

bustling town of Eldoret, where we hope to host more visiting schools and expand our scholarship and computer lab 

projects.  We’re also opening a small office in Nairobi from where we can coordinate all of these activities and facilitate our 

interactions with other NGO and government agencies.  Lastly, we welcome Topher Kerr as Elewana's new US Operations 

Director; he'll be instrumental in working the myriad US schools involved in the Project.  A very welcome addition, 

indeed.  We're cookin' with gas! 

 

None of this, of course, would be possible without all of the love and support you have given to the Project.  Without a 

doubt, your involvement in Elewana has had a tremendous impact on students, teachers, schools, and communities across 

western Kenya. They and all of us here at Elewana are grateful for that involvement, and we hope that you will continue to 

remember us in your giving.  This is a great time to re-up on those scholarships, if you haven't already done so.  And we 

look forward to picking you up at the airport in Nairobi… 

 

Many blessings to you and your family in the New Year.  Drop us a line and let us know how you’re doing. 

 

Mad Love, Zach 

 

The Rev. Zachary Drennen 

Executive Director 

          Elewana Education Project. 
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Notes From the ECW 
The Episcopal Church Women 

met on Thurs. Dec. 6th at 

Pasquale’s for lunch and 

meeting.  Ten ladies were in 

attendance, and the following 

was discussed: 

 

 The November Bake & 

Knitting Sale raised $312.00.  

Thanks to all who 

participated by baking, 

knitting, and buying!   

 Christmas gifts will be given 

to the Rector, Organist, and 

Church Secretary. 

 A Walmart gift certificate will 

be given to the Sophia Soak 

Creek Elementary School for 

Christmas gifts for children in 

need.  The school counselor 

will take care of this.  It is 

Vanessa Covington’s school. 

 A check will be sent to 

Elawana and its ministry. 

 Next meeting will be 

Thursday, Jan. 3 at 

Pasquale’s.   

 

See you there! 

 

 

December at St Stephens 
December was an eventful month here in the parish.  We started 
the month by making Advent Wreaths. 

 
 
On December 13th we had our annual Christmas party and 
decorated the church.  A special thank you goes out to Dan and 
Susan Akers and Linda Eckley for leading up the Greening of the 
Church as well as all those who donated wreaths and poinsettias 
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 More News from December 

 
 
On Dec 18th our Deacon-in-Charge became our Priest-in-Charge as The Rev Jon White was ordained a 
priest in a beautiful rite here at St Stephen’s, with Bishop Mike presiding. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see more pictures of St 
Stephen’s events, please 
visit our Facebook page at: 
 
www.facebook.com/ststephe
nsbeckley 

http://www.facebook.com/ststephensbeckley
http://www.facebook.com/ststephensbeckley

