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Epiphany 3_C_2013_8:00 St Stephen’s 

 

Luke 4:14-21 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding 

country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.  When he came to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing." 

 

Last week we heard the story, from John’s gospel, of Jesus turning water to wine at a wedding in the village of 

Cana.  And we heard in that story how, through the power of God, the most mundane things can become 

amazing, how ordinary water is revealed as the good wine; how a child born in a barn is revealed as God 

incarnate. 

 

And really, that is the story of God that we see in the scriptures again and again.  The ordinary is revealed to 

be extraordinary, the overlooked becomes dazzling; the dusty stone a gem.  We see it in Abraham, a 

wandering shepherd who becomes the forebear of a nation, we see it in Joseph, sold into slavery by his jealous 

brothers who becomes viceroy over all Egypt in order to save his people, we see it in David the shepherd and 

youngest son who had to be brought in from the pasture to meet Samuel, the boy who faced Goliath with only 

some stones and a sling. 

And we see it most clearly in Mary, a young woman, a virgin, chosen from amongst all women across time to 

bear the Son of God into the world. 

 

The transformation of the mundane into the miraculous is God’s special alchemy of grace and wisdom affected 

through the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now here, in Luke’s gospel this morning we encounter Jesus just returned from 40 days in the wilderness 

where he had been led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan.  Isn’t that interesting?  Jesus was led to the 

wilderness - to be tempted.  We often assume, I think, that a God, whose property is always to have mercy, 

would not do that – lead us into harm’s way.  And yet in the Lord’s prayer, which we pray every Sunday, 

Jesus taught us to ask “and lead us not into temptation.”   

 

But look again at Abraham, Joseph, David and Mary.  To be God’s chosen rarely means a smooth path.  The 

Land of milk and honey is a place where the blessings need to be wrestled from nature after all; and each of 

them suffered from their fidelity to God and all of them were tried – tempted surely to step off the path God 

led them to; and undoubtedly all of them prayed, just as Jesus did, to be delivered of the burden being God’s 

chosen 

 

Jesus says “my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  But it’s still a yoke and it’s still a burden.   

 

And here we find Jesus, returned to his hometown, where everyone is praising him, the hometown hero, and 

perhaps hoping that a little (or more likely a lot) of his special powers might be deployed to their benefit. 
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“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 

 

And then, as everyone looks at him in silence, he says; 

 

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” 

 

It’s hard for us, because we know how the story ends, but imagine for a moment that you were one of those 

sitting that day in the synagogue.  A man comes who you’ve likely known all your life, a modest man of little 

means who labors for his bread.  You know his mom and dad, his brothers and sisters, his nieces and 

nephews.  He’s always been kind of odd really, never married, really religious, but unremarkable, as far as you 

know, for his whole life. 

 

And yet, you’ve been hearing these stories, gossip really, that this Jesus has been healing people, driving away 

the demons that torment their souls.  What would be your reaction?  I daresay you would be credulous and 

skeptical at least.   

 

The Judean people in the day of Jesus were looking for a savior, a messiah, who could drive out their Roman 

occupiers and who would restore the kingdom of Israel as an important nation.  So perhaps that synagogue 

audience, as they listened to Jesus imagined that they were witness to the beginning of the revolution.  

Frankly, they probably thought, Mary and Joseph’s kid seems an unlikely military genius, but who knows? 

 

Though they are witness to something important, something world-changing, of cosmological significance 

even.  But what Jesus is working towards is not what they were expecting and they are going to be 

disappointed and frustrated, angry even. 

 

Look again at what Jesus read in the synagogue that day: 

 

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” 

 

When John the Baptist is in prison and his disciples come to Jesus to reassure themselves that he is the 

messiah, Jesus tells them; 

 

Go, tell John what you hear and see:  

The blind receive sight, and the lame walk; lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are raised, and 

the poor are given the gospel.  

 

Notice he did not say, the dead are going to heaven, the self-righteous can feel good about themselves 

and my followers are gathered together in buildings with organs.  The mission of God is not the 

creation of the church, it is the implementation of justice for the whole world.  The church is an 

instrument of that greater mission, a mere means to an end. 

 

As an institution, the church is guided by the Great Commission, given by Jesus just prior to ascending 

to heaven as written in the gospel of Matthew; “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
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them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you.” 

 

The church exists to nurture, gather and embolden Christians and it is the mission of all Christians to 

implement God’s vision of justice, tempered with mercy, in all aspects of their lives.  The church cannot 

be the sole locus of activity for God’s mission, the job is too big for that. 

 

As a parish then, it is clear that our call is to focus on the raising up of disciples that they then might go 

out to be apostles to a world in dire need of a message of mercy and justice, a message of hope.  The 

world needs the Good News of God in Christ.  

 

It is not because God needs people to tell God how great God is that we worship; we worship not for 

God’s sake but for our own.  We gather together to be reminded of God’s story and to be witness to 

God’s ongoing work of salvation and reconciliation.  We gather together so that leaving here, we might 

be Christ in the world and make over the world in the way that Isaiah imagined, the same vision that 

Jesus himself proclaimed as his mission.   

 

Jesus did not die for his own sake, but for ours and not to make us feel better about ourselves as 

individuals, or to salve our consciences, but that we might be empowered and energized by hope that 

we might fearlessly and boldly go out to bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Amen 

 

 

 


